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OFFICIAL 

7 July 2026 

Southern Cross Energy Partnership 
Application to amend electricity distribution licence EDL3 – Invitation for 
public submissions 

The Economic Regulation Authority is seeking public comment on an application by TEC Desert Pty 
Ltd and TEC Desert No.2 Pty Ltd trading as Southern Cross Energy Partnership to amend the licence 
area of electricity distribution licence EDL3. 

Southern Cross Energy was granted EGL13, ETL4 and EDL3 to construct and operate electricity 
generation, transmission and distribution systems in the Goldfields. There are two systems: the 
northern system is a standalone system that extends from Mount Keith to Leinster, while the 
southern system extends from Kambalda to Kalgoorlie and is connected to the South West 
Interconnected System. Southern Cross Energy also holds electricity retail licence ERL7 under 
which it currently supplies electricity to BHP’s Nickel West operations in Kambalda, Kalgoorlie, 
Leinster and Mount Keith. 

Southern Cross Energy has applied to amend the boundary of EDL3 to expand its southern 
operations to supply electricity to Mount Marion Lithium Mine and its associated infrastructure. The 
expansion involves the acquisition of approximately 16.5 kilometres of existing 33kV distribution line 
currently owned by Western Power, and the construction of a new 132/33kV substation (and 
associated ancillary equipment) to connect Southern Cross Energy’s existing 132kV transmission 
network to the newly acquired distribution line.  

A summary of Southern Cross Energy’s licence amendment application is available on the ERA 
website.  

The amendment of a licence is subject to the ERA being satisfied that it will not be contrary to the 
public interest to do so. When considering the amendment application, the ERA will consider the 
public interest matters set out in section 26 of the Economic Regulation Authority Act 2003. 

Audits and reviews of Southern Cross Energy’s licences are due to commence later this year, 
covering the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2026. The audits and reviews, prescribed by sections 
13(1) and 14(1) of the Electricity Industry Act 2004, are to be undertaken in accordance with the 
ERA’s 2025 Audit and Review Guidelines: Electricity and Gas Licences.1 Once they have been 
finalised, the ERA will publish the auditor’s report on Southern Cross Energy’s licensee webpage 
detailing the auditor’s findings in relation to its compliance with its licences. 

 

 
1  A copy of the guidelines can be obtained from the ERA’s regulatory guidelines webpage.  

D310167 

https://www.erawa.com.au/licensing/electricity-licensing/licence-holders/southern-cross-energy-partnership-edl3-egl13-erl7
https://www.erawa.com.au/licensing/licence-applications
https://www.erawa.com.au/licensing/licence-applications
https://www.erawa.com.au/licensing/electricity-licensing/licence-holders/southern-cross-energy-partnership-edl3-egl13-erl7
https://www.erawa.com.au/licensing/electricity-licensing/regulatory-guidelines


 

2 

OFFICIAL 

Invitation for submissions 

The ERA invites interested parties to make submissions on the licence amendment application.  

Submissions close 4:00pm (WST) Tuesday, 28 July 2026. 

Submissions can be lodged online using the form on our Current Consultation webpage. 

Further information 

General enquiries 
Helen Clarke 
Ph: 08 6557 7900 
info@erawa.com.au 

Media enquiries 
 
Ph: +61 428 859 826 
media@erawa.com.au 
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