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18 November 2025 

Rail access regulation – Initial regulatory asset base 
determinations 
Extension of time to make determinations 

The Economic Regulation Authority has extended the time to publish draft and final determinations 
on the depreciated optimised replacement cost and depreciation schedule for two regulated rail 
networks in Western Australia. 

The ERA is currently reviewing the value of the initial regulatory asset bases for Arc Infrastructure’s 
freight rail network, and the Public Transport Authority’s urban passenger network. These are the 
first such determinations made under the amended Railways (Access) Code 2000. 

Draft determinations for the two networks are now anticipated to be published in January 2026 (Arc) 
and February 2026 (the PTA), with final determinations expected in June 2026. The extensions are 
required as the ERA needs more information from the two railway operators. 

Under the Code, the ERA may extend the period required by sections 47J (3) and 47K (3) to approve 
(or determine) the depreciated optimised replacement cost and depreciation schedule for a regulated 
railway owner. 

The ERA has written to Arc and the PTA to inform them of its decision. These letters have also been 
published on the ERA’s Arc and PTA webpages.
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