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Public Transport Authority’s statement of the depreciated optimised replacement cost and
depreciation schedule — Invitation for public submission

Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited (CBH) is pleased to provide feedback to the Economic Regulation
Authority (ERA) in relation to the Public Transport Authority (PTA) Statement of the depreciated
optimised replacement cost (PTA’s DORC Report) and Statement of depreciation schedule
(Depreciation Schedule).

CBH - context for submission

CBH primarily utilises the Freight Rail Network (currently managed by Arc Infrastructure) to transport
the majority of grain exports via rail to CBH’s bulk terminals. However, CBH have previously utilised the
PTA network to access maintenance facilities, and containerised grain is also currently transported via
a contractor to Fremantle Port utilising the PTA network.

CBH may therefore be impacted by PTA’s DORC Report and Depreciation Schedule as an indirect user
of the PTA network. Further, PTA’s DORC Report and Depreciation Schedule may set a precedent for
other rail network owners that submit DORC Reports and Depreciation Schedules to the ERA for
approval, including those that CBH currently accesses or intends to access in the future.

Application of consistent principles

CBH submits that the ERA, in exercising its powers under sections 47J(3) and 47K(3) of the Code,
should, in reviewing the PTA’s DORC Report and Depreciation Schedule, apply the same principles
articulated in our fulsome commentary submitted to the ERA on 11 August 2025 in respect of Arc’s
DORC Report, depreciation schedule and supporting material having regard to unique network
characteristics that may necessitate differences. These principles include but are not limited to
substantiation of inputs and margins.

The establishment of an appropriate DORC and Depreciation Schedule is critical to ensuring the pricing
methodology in the revised Code functions as intended.

The opportunity to make a submission is greatly appreciated and we would welcome the opportunity to
engage further. Please contact Kristina Primus on 08 9237 9590 or kristina.primus@cbh.com.au if you
require any further information.

Yours sincerely,
For: Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited

Nelson Aylmore
HEAD OF NETWORK PLANNING
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