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Overview

• Role of the Economic Regulation Authority

• Benefits of Independent Regulation

• Achievements



The Economic Regulation Authority

Key Features

• Independence

• Transparency

• Consultation
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Electricity Gas Water Rail

Access √ √ √

Licensing √ √ √

Monitoring √ √ √ √

Market 
arrangements √ √

Inquiries √ √ √ √

Key responsibilities



Key matters which the Authority must have regard to

• Promote outcomes that are in the public interest

• Have regard to the interests of consumers, investors 
& service providers

• Promote competition & fair market conduct

• Prevent abuse of monopoly power

• Be transparent



Benefits of Independent Economic Regulation

• Facilitate private sector provision of services

• Make best use of monopoly infrastructure

• Enhanced competition upstream/downstream

• Consumer protection and fair trading

interface with Energy Ombudsman



Achievements

• Effective access arrangements: Gas/Electricity/Rail 

• 80 Licensed Service Providers: Gas/Electricity/Water

• Active monitoring of asset management, operations  & 
performance

• High degree of national consistency

• Independent advice:

• Water pricing; Esperance desalination; School buses; Grain 
marketing; Competition in the water industry; developer charges

• Confidence in independent regulation & advice



Conclusions \ Lessons
• Pursue best practice regulation and licensing
• Maintain flexibility and reduce opportunities for dispute
• Seek continuous improvement
• Seek national consistency
• Consult widely
• Remain independent of stakeholders
• Be firm but fair
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