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NOTICE

DRAFT DECISION: RING FENCING ARRANGEMENTS
TUBRIDGI PIPELINE SYSTEM

This is to notify that | have today issued a Draft Decison on an gpplication for waiver
of cetan ring fencing obligations lodged on 31 March 2000 by Origin Energy
Resources Ltd (Origin) on behdf of the Tubridgi Joint Venture Paties for the
Tubridgi Pipeine System [Pipeline License No's: 16 and 19].

In accordance with section 4.20 of the National Gas Pipelines Access Code for
Natural Gas Pipeline Systems (the Code), this is to alvise that | do not intend issuing
a notice under section4.15 of the Code granting a waiver of the ring fencing obligations
under sections 4.1(b), 4.1(h) or 4.1(i) of the Code in respect of the Tubridgi Pipeline
Sysem.

However, there are a number of issues requiring additiond information from Origin
before these issues can be adequately addressed. Since the Code does not provide
aufficient time for this information to be provided prior to issuing this Draft Decison,
the required information will be obtaned and made publicy avalable during the
public consultation period that commences today.

On the basis of the available information, | have assessed the application for waiver of
ring fencing obligations againg the requirements of the Code. In addition, | have
considered issues raised by two submissions lodged in respect of this pipdine.

With independent advice, | have concluded that the Application, as submitted, has not
met the requirements for walving ring fencing obligations as outlined under Section
4.15 (a) and (b) of the Code.

My decison has been made after consdering the interests of dl stakeholders and
those of the Tubridgi Joint Venture Parties. Each gpplication for waiver is assessed
on acase by case basis.




Available Documentation

A copy of the Draft Decison can be obtaned from the Office of Gas Access
Regulation and is available from its web Ste a  hitp://mww.offgar.wagov.aw/. Printed
copies of the document are dso available at acost of $10 each by contacting:

Mr Michadl Jansen

Office of Gas Access Regulation

6" Floor

197 St Georges Terrace

PERTH WA 6000

Phone +61 8 9213 1925

Fax  +61 892131999

Emal Mike Jansen@offgar.wa.gov.au

I nvitation to Comment

In handing down this Draft Decison and conddering the need to obtain additiond
information from the applicant, | have sat a period of 3 months for responses from
Origin and other interested parties. Submissons in relation to this Draft Decison
should be recaived by the Office of Gas Access Regulaion by 4pm (WST) Thursday
31 August 2000. All issues raised by the due date will be taken into account.

Confidentiality

In generd, dl submissons from interested parties will be treated as in the public
domain and placed on the Off GAR web ste. Where an interested party wishes to
keep pat or dl of the contents of a submisson confidentid, it should indicate these
pats clearly. However, where the Regulator consders that the reesse of this
information would not be ‘unduly harmful’ to the legitimate busness interests of any
paty, it will provide the paty making the submisson the option of revisng or
withdrawing its submisson.

Submissons should be in both written and dectronic form and addressed to Mr. Mike
Jansen at the address above.

KEN MICHAEL
GASACCESSREGULATOR

22 May 2000



