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 Response to Draft Decision on Demand 

Our demand forecast forms a key element in determining our reference tariffs and is 
demonstrably subject to greater risk from market operation change, renewables and 
energy storage. 

1.1 Overview 

This attachment sets out our response to the ERA’s Draft Decision on demand, in particular: 

Required Amendment 2.1 
DBP is required to amend the gas demand and Full Haul Equivalent (FHE) demand forecasts 
in its revised proposal to reflect the following: 
• The ERA's forecast values as set out in Table 2.8 and Table 2.9 in Draft Decision 

Attachment 2. 
• The ERA's determinations as outlined in paragraph 46 to 47 in Draft Decision Attachment 

2. 
• Any additional demand that DBP becomes aware of prior to the submission of its revised 

proposal. 

Requirements noted in reference to [46] and [47] of the Draft Decision are;1 

The ERA has not made adjustments to the contracted capacity forecast in the 
following circumstances; 
• Potential gas demand arising from shippers transitioning to renewable energy 

sources, particularly within the power generation and the mining sectors 
(paragraph 34 to 39). 
 

• Potential gas demand from shippers with new projects under active 
development, planned expansion of excising facilities, or an ongoing transition 
to natural gas as a primary energy source (paragraph 40 to 43). 

However, DBP is required to undertake further analysis and incorporate any 
reasonable projections for the contracted capacity in its revised proposal for these 
projects. The ERA will also evaluate the capacity requirements for these projects 
following the draft decision and will make any necessary adjustments to the 
contracted capacity forecast in the final decision. 

In our response below, we respond directly to the ERA’s forecast demand, and then provide 
information, as requested, to underpin reasonable forecasts of additional demand.  We also 
provide information about new demand that has emerged since the Draft Decision. 

1.2 ERA Draft Decision 

The ERA’s Draft Decision includes an additional 4.15 TJ/d of capacity and 10.33 TJ/d of 
throughput in full haul equivalent compared to our Final Plan (compare Tables 2.4 and 2.9 
of the Draft Decision) including: 

 
1 ERA Draft Decision Attachment 2 [46] and [47]. 
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partway through a process of transitioning to natural gas, this should 
be considered as part of the demand forecast.11 

DBP must update 
demand forecasts to 
meet new demand 
emerging after the 
Draft Decision 

n/a 
The ERA notes that it has adjusted demand forecasts made in the Final 
Plan based on information provided by DBP subsequent to the Final 
Plan.12 

1.3 Our Response to the Draft Decision 
Table 1-2 summarises our response to the Draft Decision summarised in Table 1-1. We 
address the ERA’s request for updates in Section 1.4 below. 

 
11 ERA Draft Decision Attachment 2 [42] and [43]. 
12 ERA Draft Decision Attachment 2 [45]. 
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progressing slower than anticipated and with the  very likely delayed until 
AA7.  
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