1 February 2021

Proposed revised access arrangement for the
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline
Extension of time for publication of a final decision
The Economic Regulation Authority has extended the time limit to publish the final decision
on Dampier to Bunbury Pipeline’s (DBP) proposed revised access arrangement for the
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline.
As allowed under rule 12(2) of the National Gas Rules (NGR), the ERA has extended the time
limit as DBP’s proposal involves questions of unusual complexity and difficulty, and the
extension has become necessary due to circumstances beyond the ERA’s control due to
information and resourcing delays as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The extension of time to publish the final decision is for a period of two months as allowed
under rule 62(8) of the NGR.
The NGR (rule 11) set out requirements for calculating a time limit for making a decision on
an access arrangement proposal. As part of this calculation, the ERA is allowed to disregard
time in certain circumstances, including any periods allowed for public submissions on the
proposal or a draft decision on the proposal.
The consultation period on DBP’s initial proposed access arrangement from 23 January 2020
to 31 March 2020 is disregarded for the purpose of calculating the time by which a final
decision must be made.
The consultation period on the ERA’s draft decision and on DBP’s revised proposed access
arrangement from 14 August 2020 to 4 November 2020 is disregarded for the purpose of
calculating the time by which a final decision must be made.
As a result of the extension of time to publish and the disregarded consultation time, the
deadline to publish the final decision is 1 April 2021.
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