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Independent Market Operator

PO Box 7096

Cloisters Square, PERTH, WA 6850

Attn:  Group Manager, Market Development

5 YEAR OUTAGE PLANNING REVIEW

Alinta Energy (Alinta) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft report prepared by PA
Consulting for the Independent Market Operator (IMO), which summarises the findings and
recommendations of the review required by the Market Rules of the outage planning process against the
Wholesale Market Objectives.

Alinta is an Australian energy company with interests in ten power station assets, which are diversified by
geographic region, fuel type, customers and operating mode. Alinta also supplies gas and electricity to
more than 600,000 retail, commercial and industrial, and small to medium enterprise customers in
Western Australia and Victoria, and employs more than 750 people across Australia and New Zealand.

As a general principle, Alinta considers that the key process elements for approving an outage should be
as follows.

1. System Management should assess each application for an outage in the order that the application is
received.

2. System Manager must be afforded an adequate opportunity (i.e. time) to fully assess the potential
implications if the outage were approved.

3. System Management should be reasonably satisfied that there would continue to be sufficient
capacity margin if the outage (or outages) were approved.

On this basis, Alinta’s view is that an outage should be able to be approved if the requirements of Market
Rules (MR) 3.18.11 are met. Specifically, it appears that the requirements imposed by MR 3.19.3A and
MR 3.19.6 (Opportunistic Outage) could be simplified and incorporated, where necessary, into
MR 3.18.11.

o There already appear to be adequate provisions in the Market Rules to incentivise outages being
sought early (MR 3.19.12 — 12 month Rule)

o There already appear to be adequate provisions in the Market Rules to incentivise Market Participants
to avoid applying for too many outages (MR 4.11.1(h) — Certification Rules around too many outages)




Alinta
Overall Alinta is supportive of the recommendations in PA Consulting’s draft report. Nevertheless, some

further specific comments on a number of the recommendations are provided in the attachment.

Should the Authority require further information, or wish to discuss any aspect of these comments, please
contact Robbie Flood, Senior Market Trader, on 9486 3216. Alternatively, Corey Dykstra, Manager
Wholesale Regulation, can be contacted on 9486 3749.

Yours sincerely

nfhghire

Michelle Shepherd
General Manager Regulatory Affairs
Alinta Energy
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