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Further, many developers support the uptake of gas as part of sustainability initiatives by providing 

subsidies and education for potential consumers.   Connection based on proximity to the existing 

infrastructure is simplistic and should be rejected by the ERA in their review in favour of a more 

holistic approach to efficiency. 

 

 

The comments above in no way diminish the importance of brownfield gas connection as this can be 

coordinated with other service upgrades such as the undergrounding of power services; however 

proximity is a poor proxy for efficiency.  The volume of connections and the whole-of-dwelling 

approach to appliances should be significant considerations when identifying the most efficient 

rollout strategy for gas infrastructure.   

 

 

Benefits of Gas 

 

The potential benefits of gas are more significant than reducing emissions.  The availability of gas to 

domestic premises can lead to a reduction in the peak load for electricity consumption which 

normally occurs around 8pm.  It is the understanding of the Institute that the top twenty percent of 

infrastructure investment for Western Power accommodates only the top two percent of energy 

consumption, enabling considerable savings to be made if the peak load is reduced.  Gas, when 

provided in new estates, normally covers many of the activities that add to the peak load including 

heating and cooking.  This reduction in the peak, and the consequential reduction in electricity 

infrastructure, should also be factored into a holistic consideration of efficiency in the energy 

market.  

 

Competition in the energy sector 

 

UDIA believes that competition in the energy sector is extremely important and that the market 

should be able to operate effectively without artificial constraints designed to contain tariffs.  By 

preventing investment in gas infrastructure in new residential developments, opportunities for 

consumer choice are removed.    
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